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Background 
Gallstones are extremely common in the UK, with a prevalence of 15% in adults. 61,220 laparoscopic 
cholecystectomies are performed every year. Although generally safe, there are potentially devastating 
complications. Informed consent is paramount to ensure that patients understand the procedure and 
risks involved.

Aims 
This primary aim of this study examines whether all major risk factors for laparoscopic cholecystectomy 
are explained to patients during consenting. Secondary aims assessed whether patients were given 
EIDO leaflets explaining the procedure, the grade of clinician consenting and whether any complications 
which did occur were consented for.
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